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ACA GC President’s Eights 
 

VCC was host to the recent ACA Golf Croquet President’s 8s.  This prestigious 

event in played in four groups of eight.  The first three eights are selected by 

world rankings.  Players make an expression of interest to compete and the top 
24 Australian ranked players fill the top three eights.  A fourth eight is the next 

eight ranked and available women players. 
 

The event was played over three days.  The format is a best of three games for 

each match.  So the players play 7 matches over the three days. A minimum of 
14 games and a maximum of 21 games.  A lot of croquet!! 
 

For the first time since these events have been held a woman won the first 8. 

Fleur Brockway (WA) won 6 of her matches and headed the block.  Runner-up 
was Peter Freer (ACT).  The second eight went to the last match.  Judy Wem-

bridge and Barry Haydon both had a chance to win their event.  Judy went into 

the game undefeated and Barry had lost one match.  Barry won the match 7/6 
7/5 but this was not enough to make up the net games difference and Judy one 

by one net game!!  Judy is from Bairnsdale and shows tremendous fighting 

spirit in all the croquet she plays. 
 

The Third 8 was an even tighter affair.  Four players won 5 of their 7 matches. 

Michael Reidy (SA), Chas Quinn, Andre Daniel-Dreyfus and Janine McHardy 

(WA).  Chas and Michael had 5 net games, Janine 4 and Andre 6.  So the third 

8 was won by Andre from the Williamstown club. Runner up was  
Michael Ready who had a better net hoops than Chas. 
 

The Women’s 8 was won by Kate Logan from SA with Shirlene McBride a 

close second.  Both ladies played some great croquet. 
 

A wonderful advertisement for Golf Croquet - and some fantastic shots. 
 

A credit to all players. 

 
John Grieve Tournament Manager 

 

L to R:  
Michael Reid, Andre Daniel-Dreyfus, 

Barry Hayden, Kate Logan, Peter Freer, 

Fleur Brockway, Judy Wembridge and 

Shirlene McBride . 
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President’s Report 

  VCA President - Jim Clement (Sarsfield)  email address  president@croquetvic.asn.au 

  

During February, I attended a Vicsport Professionals Network Building Effective Boards Workshop which focused 
on Board diversity, what it entails and how to ensure that it is attained.  Although the workshop was apparently 

aimed at larger sports than croquet, most with boards that could come from outside the sport, it was still interesting 

with some areas applicable to the Croquet Victoria Council. 
 

Our bid to host the 2020 World Croquet Federation AC World Championship on behalf of ACA has been forward-

ed to WCF and its receipt acknowledged.  The bid proposes that the event be held 15th – 23rd February 2020, the 

dates being chosen to be late enough in the season for court speeds to be suitable for an international event, and 
before the commencement of the Australian and New Zealand universities academic year, so allowing Southern 

Hemisphere students to enter.  The bid asks that consideration be given to the event capacity being limited to 64 

(WCF Event Regulations stipulate 64 or 80).  The bid nominates Peter Landrebe (the Australian member of the 
WCF Management Committee) as the Event Lead, and Mike Cohn as the Tournament Director. 

 

For GC players, an item of interest is that the WCF GC Rules Committee has released the Consultation Draft of 

Edition 5 of the GC Rules.  This has been forwarded to all Region secretaries.  The Consultation period ends on 1st 
May and all members are free to comment; please forward your comments to John van der Touw, by mid-April, to 

allow collation and on-forwarding to ACA for collation with returns from the other states, and then to WCF.  Go to 

http://croquetvic.asn.au/documents/Golf%20Croquet%20Rules%20Consultation%20Draft.pdf for a copy of the 
rules.  

 

Venue Management Services have advised that they are withdrawing from the agreement for management of the 
hiring of the Victorian Croquet Centre to the general public, the notice expiring on 4th April 2018.  This is the sec-

ond company that has been involved with the management of hiring of the venue since we went away from the vol-

unteer system and we now need to review the whole matter.  

 
I have heard of some concerns being expressed regarding the longevity of the Croquet Victoria investments.  In 

June 2005, Croquet Victoria invested $3,000,000 with the then investment advisors/brokers, Goldman Sachs JB 

Were, now JB Were Ltd.  The expressed requirement for the investment was that it was to yield at 4% above CPI, 
so that over the years, by keeping pace with CPI, the value of the investment in real terms would be preserved and 

the 4% interest, initially an annual return of $120,000, could to be used to employ an administrative officer (Sandra 

Kastanaras), and a professional groundsman (James Hood).  Allowing for fluctuations in the stock markets, the 
fund has kept pace with CPI and now stands at a shade over $4,000,000, notwithstanding the fact that $1.5 million 

has been withdrawn over the years. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 Jim Clement President VCA 
 

 

 

http://croquetvic.asn.au/documents/Golf%20Croquet%20Rules%20Consultation%20Draft.pdf
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Management Report  

 

Meeting Minutes:  The February VCA Committee of Management Meeting Minutes can be found on the VCA 
website at: http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20180219CoM.pdf 
 

The February VCA Council Meeting Minutes can be found on the VCA website at: www.croquetvic.asn.au/

minutes/20180219Council.pdf 
 

Club Child Safe Policy: Thank you to those clubs who have addressed the requirement to have a Club Child Safe 

Policy and advised VCA that they have adopted a policy. Vicsport provide two narrated PowerPoint presentations 
which can be found at https://vicsport.com.au/child-safe-standards 

which might prove helpful. Child Safe Policy Templates are available if your club needs a starting point, email me 

and I will provide them. 
 

DHHS Mandatory Board Quota: An email has been forwarded to Regional Secretaries and Regional Directors 
seeking feedback about a draft procedure to meet the quota. At the time of writing we have received feedback from  

seven of our thirteen regions and one individual.  
 

Premier's Active April 2018: Twenty-three clubs are registered as participating in this campaign. The opportunity 

to 'Register your Event' has been taken up by twelve of those clubs. By doing this it means your event and location 

appear on a google map whenever a community member searches for events in their locality.  
 

Merchandise Order Form: Need to order some pens, a monogrammed cap or hoop gauges? All merchandise items 

now can be ordered using the Merchandise Order Form available from the VCA website at http://croquetvic.asn.au/

documents/Merchandise%20Order%20Form.pdf 
Croquet Victoria  ran out of stock of the bookmarks, but the design has been updated and more are on the way. 

Speaking for my own club, we stamped the rear of the bookmark with our club and contact phone number and dis-

tributed them at promotional events or left them on counters of retail outlets (all have been taken).  
 

Lead up to VCA 2018 Annual General Meeting: The schedule of crucial dates leading up to the  Annual General 

Meeting along with a Nomination Form for Committee of Management positions that are up for election and a 

Nomination Form for Appointed Officials and Sub-Committees is now available from our website on the Croquet 
Links and Resources page: http://croquetvic.asn.au/links.php 
 

Club Secretaries received the email calling for Nominations to VCA Life membership on 15 March 2018. These 

nominations must be with me by Monday 16 April 2018. 
 

Nominations for VCA Sub-Committees and Appointed Official Positions, to be with me by Friday 4 May 2018. 
 

The following Committee of Management positions are up for election at the at the 2018 VCA AGM. Vice-

President, Secretary and two Ordinary Member Positions. Nominations for these must be with me by Friday 11 May 

2018. 

 

Regional Report to Council:   

 

 

 
 

Secretary VCA 

April Ballarat, Bayside, Geelong 

August EMCA, Gippsland, GVCA 

October MVCA, NDCA, SEMCA 

December NEDCA, SWCA, WMCMA 

 VCA Secretary - Sarina Cevaal-Hewitt (Twin City) email address  secretary@croquetvic.asn.au 

http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20180219CoM.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Rosalie/Downloads/www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20180219Council.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Rosalie/Downloads/www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20180219Council.pdf
https://vicsport.com.au/child-safe-standards
file:///C:/Users/Rosalie/Downloads/%20http:/croquetvic.asn.au/documents/Merchandise%20Order%20Form.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Rosalie/Downloads/%20http:/croquetvic.asn.au/documents/Merchandise%20Order%20Form.pdf
http://croquetvic.asn.au/links.php
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Cairnlea Classic Supports Eire Cup Players 
 

The weekend of the Vic v Vic A practice match saw a small but committed group of Association Croquet players 

providing support for the team. 
 

This event has been held for the past two seasons to ensure a number of players are in attendance for the introduction 

of the Victorian AC Team, who will compete in the Eire Cup in South Australia in March. 
 

This year the Cairnlea Classic was not well supported. We had ten players in two sections. This low number is some-

thing we need to address in the future. Maybe change the nature of the event – handicap play? Any suggestions are 
welcome – the date will have to fit in with the team practice match and that depends on the ACA date schedule for 

the Eire Cup. 
 

In Section 1 three players ended with 3 wins and 1 loss. Claire Bassett (NSW), Bob Roycroft (Geelong Eastern Park) 

and Graham Fahey (MCC). Claire was the winner with a better net hoops score. 
 

Section 2 was more clear-cut. Mignon Johnston (Ballarat Alexandra) defended her win last year and was unbeaten in 
her games. In a welcome return to competitive play Marie Calthorpe (Williamstown) was runner-up. The only game 

Marie lost was to Mignon. 
 

All results are on Croquetscores. 
 

It was a hard row for some of the players as the range of handicaps was very disparate. I commend those who attend-
ed and did battle – I do hope the experience gained was worth the effort. 
 

Stephen Forster made the point at the team presentation that our Victorian State Team is playing to represent all  

Association players in Victoria. We wish the team a great carnival and trust they are in a position to defend their  

recent victories. We will all be cheering for them from the sidelines – keep up to date with the progress through 
the Eire Cup page on Croquetscores. 
 
 

I do ask all players of our sport to consider ways we can improve this event – as support for our state team and as a 

stand-alone tournament. 
 

John Grieve Tournament Manager 

Eire Cup Team for 2018 

L to R; Elaine Coverdale, Kevin Beard, Kerri-Ann Organ, Stephen Forster, (Captain)  

Trish Devlin, (Vice Captain) Chris Grant, Gail Hopkins and Terry Hopkins. 

https://croquetscores.com/2018/ac/victoria-cairnlea-classic
https://croquetscores.com/2018/ac/aust-eire-cup


   

Malletsports Page 5 

Victorian Gold Cup, Silver and Bronze Shields 
 

On weekend of March 3rd and 4th Cairnlea hoisted the annual Victorian Gold Cup, Silver and Bronze 

Shields.  Players are invited to these events purely on their ranking.  The top 8 available players go into the Gold 

Cup, next 8 into the Silver Shield and another 8 are invited to the Bronze Shield.  As one player was forced to with-
draw late in proceeding the Bronze Shield ended with 7 players. 
 

The Gold Cup was dominated by our state team Captain Stephen Forster.  Stephen won all his 7 games with 4 triple 

peels.  Elaine Coverdale (Essendon)  was runner up with 5 wins.  David Johnston and Chris Grant both had 4 wins. 
 

The Silver Shield went right to the last round.  Going into that round Lewis Mercer and John van der Touw were 

equal.  Lewis lost his final game to Gail Hopkins and John defeated Roger Bird to finish the winner by one 

game.  Lewis finished second with Gail Hopkins in third place behind Lewis on net hoops. 
 

The Bronze Shield was even closer as Lara Ketelaars and Kevin Maloney went into the last round equal - both hav-

ing lost one game at that point.  Lara prevailed in a tight game with Kevin finishing second ahead of John Grieve 

and Chas Quinn and - all with four wins.  It is great to see Lara returning to form and enjoying playing  
regularly. 
 

The weekend proved a great preparation for our state team heading to Adelaide for the Eire Cup.  With Stephen, 

Elaine, Tricia Devlin, Chris Grant, Terry and Gail Hopkins all playing (and Kevin Beard and Kerri-Anne Organ 

playing in Cammeray) all state team members had a great workout. 
 

Everyone in croquet wishes the team well in our defence of the Eire Cup.  Keep up to date with the results on  

croquetscores.  
 

John Grieve Tournament Manager 

Golf Croquet Q and A by John van der Touw 
 

Answers to these questions are given on page 8. Answers are given both according to the current (4th) edition of the 

rules, and the “Consultation Draft” of the new rules. 
 

For each of the following situations it’s Blue’s turn to play. In each case state 

whether or not a fault was committed (or a wrong ball play), 

what should happen to the balls, and 
which ball is to play next. 

If a hoop was run, state if the point counts. 
 

Q1. The owner of blue takes his stance to play his ball and, while casting, accidentally touches the red ball. He does 
not make contact with the blue ball. 

 

Q2. The owner of blue takes his stance to play his ball. After casting a few times, he decides to stalk his ball again. 

As he walks backwards he accidentally kicks the red ball that was about three yards behind him.  
 

Q3. The owner of blue plays a stroke with his blue ball. His ball bounces off the hoop and hits the owner of red on 

the foot before the striker has quit his stance. 
 

Q4. The owner of blue plays a stroke with his blue ball. After making contact with his ball, his mallet touches an-
other ball. The blue ball then bounces off the hoop and hits the owner of red on the foot before the striker has 

quit his stance. 
 

Q5. The red ball is in the jaws of the hoop (in hoop running position). It is blue to play and he tries to jump the red 

with the black ball in singles. His jump shot fails and, in the process, the red ball is knocked through the hoop. 
 

                

                  Answers on page 8 
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South West Croquet Association Pennant Final Results 
 

The South West Croquet Association ran an Association Croquet Pennant for the 2017 season, with teams from 

Warrnambool/Koroit Red, Warrnambool/Koroit Blue, Terang, Portland, Hamilton competing each Monday from 

18th September to November 28th.   
 

In each team we have 4 people with one member from each division with many players having to play in a higher 
level than their handicap, which has been good for learning the game. In the morning they play a 2½ hours of  

doubles, (Division 1 & 2 and 3 &4) and in the afternoon playing 2½ hours, 4 games of singles.  The results go on 

wins, games then hoops to determine who has won on the day.   
 

On Saturday, 2nd December the Association had a Social Day at Terang to help raise funds for our players to attend 

the Regionals in April.  At this function the final result of the pennant was announced and the Winners and Runners- 
up receiving the Pennant Flags to display in their clubrooms.  
 

Here in the South West we are very proud that we can run a pennant competition for Association as we hear of so 

many regions are unable to get teams together.  This is a great way for our Clubs of our South West can keep in  

contact with each other. 
 

Winners: Hamilton      7 Wins  30 Games  751 hoops 
Runners – up Warrnambool/Koroit Red 5 Wins  25 Games  679 hoops 

3rd  Portland      3 Wins  26 Games  746 hoops 

4th  Warrnambool/Koroit   3 Wins  21 Games  746 hoops 
5th   Terang      2 Wins  18 Games  681 hoops 
 

Margaret Kelson Secretary 

 

Winners: Hamilton Club 

Left to right: Brian Mibus, John Haydon, Lesley 

Hobbs, Ron Smith, Doris Lanyon and Cicely Fenton 

Runners-up Warrnambool/Koroit Red 
Left to right: Bryan Watt, Margaret Kelson,  

Ian Kelson and  Margaret McCosh  
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Goulburn Valley Croquet tournaments attract good fields 
 

The two 2018 annual Goulburn Valley Croquet Association open tournaments were held during February. 

Both welcomed a range of players from the most skilful in Australia to local stalwarts with fewer skills but just as 

much enthusiasm for the sport.  
 

First on the calendar was the golf croquet event, hosted by Rich River Croquet Club on 14-15 with a full field of 32 

players booked in. Winners and runners-up were: 
 

Division 1, handicaps -2 to 2  - 1st Ron McBride (Victor Harbour), 2nd John James (Deniliquin);  

Division 2, handicaps 2 to 5 - 1st Roger Bird (Quarry Hill), 2nd Peter Goldstraw (Sale);  
Division 3, handicaps 6 to 7 - 1st Wilma Freeman (Sale), 2nd Fay Harrison (Drysdale);  

Division 4, handicaps 8 to 10 - 1st James Gunn (Rich River), 2nd Romana Rawlings (Quarry Hill). 
 

The following week, in cooler conditions at Shepparton CC, with even a mild shower of rain on the second morning. 

18 association croquet players battled it out in three Divisions. Winners were: 
 

Division 1, handicaps 2 to 5 - 1st Roger Bird (Quarry Hill), 2nd Kenn Boal (Rich River);  
Division 2, handicaps 6 to 7 - 1st Jenny Kneebone (Shepparton), 2nd Chris Eiffert (Golden Square);  

Division 3, handicaps 8 to 10 - 1st Sue van Lunenburg (Euroa), 2nd Ruth Duffy (Corowa). 
 

GVCA was very pleased with the registration in both events. The winners were pleased, too, with their prize money, 

which had been increased to $150 thanks to additional sponsorship by the two Vale families of Picola. 
 

Sue van Lunenburg 

Ron McBride and  

John James  

Roger Bird and  

Peter Goldstraw 

Fay Harrison and  

Wilma Freeman 

Romana Rawlings  

and James Gunn  

Winners in the 2018 GVCA AC Open Championship 
were, left to right: Jenny Kneebone, Roger Bird and 

Sue van Lunenburg. 

Winners and runners-up in the 2018 GVCA AC Open 
Championship were, left to right: Jenny Kneebone, 

Roger Bird, Kenn Boal, Sue van Lunenburg, Ruth 

Duffy and Christine Eiffert. 
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Answers to Golf Croquet Q and A on page 5 
 

For each question on page 5, an answer is given according to the 4th edition of the GC Rules, i.e. the current Rules, 

and according to the “Consultation draft” of the rules. 
 

A1. (4th edition) Non-striking fault. The opponents (red/yellow) can choose to leave the red ball where it stopped, or 
have it replaced. It’s red to play (because blue must miss the turn he was attempting to play).  

 

A1. (Consultation draft) Fault. The red ball was touched during the striking period (as defined by Rule 11.2.1) by 

the player intending to play the stroke. The opponents (red/yellow) can choose to leave the red ball where it 

stopped, or have it replaced. It’s red to play (because blue’s turn is over). 
 

There may be technical differences, but the outcome is essentially the same under both rules. 
 

A2. (4th edition) Non-striking fault. The opponents (red/yellow) can choose to leave the red ball where it stopped, or 

have it replaced. It’s red to play (because blue must miss the turn he was attempting to play). Same answer as 

for Question 1. 
 

A2. (Consultation draft) Not a fault. Although the striking period had started when blue initially took his stance, the 
start was annulled (according to Rule 11.2.2) because the player clearly left his stance (even though he was 

walking backwards). So, the red ball was touched outside the striking period and the situation is covered by 

Rule 9.1.4 and deemed to be interference with a ball by an outside agency. The red ball must be replaced, and it 

is still blue to play. 
 

The outcome is very different under the new rules. 
 

A3. (4th edition) Non-striking fault by owner of the red ball. The opponents (blue/black) can choose to leave the 

blue ball where it stopped, or have it placed where it would have stopped. It’s black to play (because red/yellow 

must miss their side’s next turn). 
 

A3. (Consultation draft) Not a fault. Although the owner of red touched the blue ball during the striking period, that 
is irrelevant because the owner of red was not intending to play a stroke with any ball at the time. So, it’s  

 accidental interference. When the interference occurred, the “main intended outcome of the stroke” was not still 

in doubt, so a replay is not allowed. The blue ball must be placed where it would have finished without the  
 interference. It’s red to play. 
 

Again, the outcome is very different under the new rules. 
 

A4. (4th edition) Striking fault by the owner of blue, and a non-striking fault by owner of red. Rule 13(b)(3) applies 

and the balls must be replaced where they were before the stroke was played and the side that committed the 

non-striking fault loses its next turn. So, it’s black to play. 
 

A4. (Consultation draft) Fault by the owner of blue, and interference by the owner of red. The opponent (red/

yellow) of the side that committed the fault chooses whether the balls are left where they stopped or are re-

placed where they were before the stroke was played. If they choose replacement, the interference is ignored. 
Otherwise, Rule 9.7.3(b) or 9.7.4(b) applies, as appropriate, and there is no replay. In this case, Rule 9.7.3(b) 

would apply, and the blue ball is placed where it would have finished if there had been no interference. It’s red 

to play. 
 

Again, the outcome is very different under the new rules. 
 

A5. (4th edition) Not a fault, but a wrong ball. Since the black ball was played and owned by the striker, the red and 
black balls must be replaced, and it’s blue to play. The hoop does not score.  

 

A5. (Consultation draft) Not a fault, but a wrong ball. Since the black ball was played and owned by the striker, the 

opponent (red/yellow) has the choice of replace-and-replay or a penalty spot restart. Depending on the choice 

made, it would be blue to play or the winner of the toss restarting play with one of their balls. If you were play-
ing red and yellow, and blue was in a jumping position or in a position to clear red, would you choose replace-

and-replay or penalty spot restart? 
 

The introduction of Penalty Spot Restart is the difference here. 

 

            Continued next edition 
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Mayor Laurie Evans visits Brighton Croquet Club on Family Fun Day  
 

Brighton Croquet Club held its Family Fun Day this Saturday to display our amazing croquet club to relatives, 

friends, and visitors. Over 65 friends and visitors dropped in during the day. 
 

Our Bayside Council Mayor Laurie Evans enjoyed a game of golf croquet on Lawn 3 before touring the historical 
club house. Laurie’s architectural background made the tour even more interesting as he pointed out historical ar-

chitectural features of the building to club members. The history of the old club house dates to the days when Cobb 

and Co provided transport to Brighton (prior to the installation of the Sandringham railway line). Our Brighton  

croquet club house was originally a staging point for the Cobb and Co stage coaches, and was located somewhere 
near Middle Brighton Station. The club house was dragged to its current location at the club some time just after the 

opening of the Brighton Croquet Club in 1911.  
 

The club members provided plenty of entertainment for the kids with games, 

painting, hat making, and a sausage sizzle. A giant raffle provided some good 
laughs with visitors and members vying for some super raffle prizes.  Adults 

and kids were invited to try a game of golf croquet, and a free afternoon tea of 

fabulous cakes, fruit, biscuits, and chocolates were provided. A great time was 
had by everyone on a beautiful Autumn day. 
 

L to R: Marguerite Russell (Club President), Laurie Evans (BCC Mayor),  

Lesley Cavalier (Club Captain), and Pam White (Club Secretary)  
on the lawns at Brighton Croquet Club. 

Ballarat Begonia Tournament Sections 3 & 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
L to R; Vice President BDCA Brian Reither, Winner Section 3  

Ian Leviston, Runner up Wilma Freeman and  

Tournament Manager Beth Lewis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

L to R; Section 4 Runner up Elaine Leviston, Vice President BDCA 

Brian Reither , Winner Angela McCann and  

Tournament Manager Beth Lewis. 
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Dawson 2000 International MKII Croquet Balls 

1ST/2nd/3rd Sets 

Association Clips 

  1st/2nd/3rd Sets 

 Now Available 

Mallets 

Corner Flags (set of 4) 

- Plain 

- Embroidered with club name 

(photos available on request) 

 Coming Soon: 

Golf Clips 

Centre Pegs 

auscroquetco@gmail.com 

Successful GC Croquet Doubles comp at Wimmera 
 

Horsham Croquet Club hosted the annual Wimmera CA Golf Croquet Doubles competition on 21 February 2018. 

Horsham, Donald, Warracknabeal and Dimboola were represented among the placegetters. 
 

RESULTS 
Division 1 

Winners Neville Pope and Betty Etherton (both Horsham), with 4 games, 30 hoops 

Runners-Up Shirley and Glen Price (both Horsham), with 3 games, 30 hoops. 
 

Division 2 
John Sudholtz and Joan Hiscock (both Horsham), with 4 games, 28 hoops 

Runners-up Maureen Belleville (Donald) and Robyn Goodwin (Warracknabeal), with 2 games, 28 hoops. 
 

Division 3 

Winners Malcolm Jones and Jean Burke (both Dimboola), with 3 games, 21 hoops 
Runners-up Anne Jones and Denise McMillen (both Dimboola), with 2 games, 15 hoops. 
 

Pictures: Betty Etherton 

 

 

 

From left: Neville Pope, Betty Etherton, 
Charles Rees (President, Wimmera CA) 

From left: John Sudholz, Joan Hiscock 
and Charles Rees 

From left: Malcolm Jones, Jean Burke 
and Charles Rees 
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“Consultation Draft” of the golf croquet rules 
This article explains some of the main changes to the rules. VCA members can send feedback about the draft rules to 

gcreferees@croquetvic.asn.au by 19th April. 
 

There are no longer non-striking and striking faults. They have been combined into a single category called “Faults”. 

As with striking faults under the old rules, there will be no loss of turn for faults under the new rules (although it 
might feel like a loss of turn to a player who is penalised for a fault if his opponent chooses to put the balls back 

where they were before the stroke). It is important to note, however, that some actions that were non-striking faults, 

will not be treated as faults at all but will be dealt with under a new rule on “Interference by a Player”. For those  

situations, stationary balls moved would be replaced, and moving balls affected would be placed where they would 
have finished without the interference. Whoever’s turn it was to play next would remain the same.  

 

Under the new rules, “the striking period starts when a player takes a stance with apparent intent to play a stroke”. 
So, it will start earlier and apply to any player who apparently intends to play any ball. Actions that used to be treated 

as non-striking faults will be treated as interference if they occur outside the striking period or were by a player not 

attempting to play a stroke. 

 
According to the new rules, a “stroke” can be played by any player using any ball. Furthermore, if a player commits a 

fault, or if they play a wrong ball, they are also considered to have played a stroke. The stroke is considered to have 

been played with the ball the player intended to play regardless of whether contact with that ball was first or second, 
or even if there was no contact. A player will be able to deem a stroke to have been played. There are rules covering 

fault and wrong ball in the same stroke, and rules covering interference and fault or wrong ball occurring in the same 

stroke. 
 

Some actions that were striking faults have been dropped from the list. It will no longer be a fault to play a stroke 

while touching the head of the mallet with a hand, resting the shaft of the mallet or a hand or arm on the ground or an 

outside agency or against any part of the legs or feet. Playing a stroke before the previous turn has ended is no longer 

a fault, but it will be penalized under a different rule called “Overlapping Play”.  

There is an important change to the action after a fault. The non-offending side still chooses what to do with the balls, 

but if they are left where they stopped, a hoop run by the non-offending side will be counted. If the balls are replaced, 

no point is scored for any ball. There is no additional penalty for committing more than one fault in a stroke. The  
limit of claims for a fault has changed slightly. 

 

For wrong ball play where the striker or striker’s partner played a ball he owned but out of sequence, the non-

offender will have an option. They may choose replace-and-replay (the only remedy under the old rules) or to have a 
penalty spot restart. This change addresses a serious flaw in the old rules. The principle that only the last wrong ball 

played can be dealt with still holds except where the same side played consecutive strokes when they shouldn’t have. 

Under the old rules, a side could condone its own wrong ball by playing out of turn, but a new rule (“Same Side 
Plays Consecutive Strokes”) prevents this. 

 

Here are some small but important changes. 
A ball can score a hoop even if it touches a scoring clip attached to the hoop. 

The position occupied by a ball at the end of a turn is that in which it appears to have come to rest for five seconds 

or (if it needs to be tested) the position that is agreed upon or adjudicated.  

The definition of the boundary is the same as before but, under the new rules, a ball has left the court as soon as 
any part of it would touch a straight edge raised vertically from the boundary (the same as for association  

    croquet). 

A ball is not an offside ball if it reached its final position as a result of contact between it and a ball of the oppos-
ing side at any time in the last turn in which it was played. This rule has been changed so that the exemption 

does not apply to the partner ball of the ball played. 

 
For a more detailed explanation of the main changes, use the link at: croquetvic.asn.au/golf.php. 

mailto:gcreferees@croquetvic.asn.au
http://croquetvic.asn.au/golf.php
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Upcoming Events at Victorian Croquet Centre 
  

Mar 

14-24 ACA Men's’/Women's’/Eire Cup; range -3 to 20 South Australia 
 

Apr 

6-9 GC ACA Bronze Medal; range -6 to 20  Lorraine Gutcher 5134 4990 

6-9 GC Selectors’ Invitation; range -6 to 20  Lorraine Gutcher 5134 4990 

15-18 VCA Regional Championships; range -3 to 20  John Grieve 0424 362 935 

21-22 GC ACA Regional Ch’ships; range -6 to 20 Lorraine Gutcher 5134 4990 

23-28 Trans Tasman; range -3 to 20 Wynnum, Queensland 

May 

5-13 ACA GC Sgles and Dbles; range -6 to 20 

 

 

 

Association Tournaments around the State 
 

Mar 

24-25 Koroit; range -3 to 20    Marie Coffey 5568 1252 

Apr  
24-25 Rich River Anzac Classic; range 14 to 20 ) 

26-27 Rich River Anzac Classic; range 3.5 to 9 ) Marjorie Grant 

28-29 Rich River Anzac Classic; range 14 to 20 ) 5480 9985 

28-29 Rich River Anzac Classic; range -3 to 3 ) 

May 

4-6 Sandringham AC T’ment; range -3 to 20  Harley Johnstone 0417 554 616 

5-6 Traralgon; range -3 to 20     Doreen Dorman 5174 1694 

14-15 Traralgon Hi-Lo XYZ; range -3 to 20   Doreen Dorman 5174 1694 

21-21 Sale; range -3 to 20      Wilma Freeman 5144 2950 

 

 

Golf Croquet Tournaments around the State 
 

Mar 

24-25 Williamstown; range -6 to 20    John Grieve 0424 362 935 

31- 1 Apr 

Easter Open H’cap Doubles; range -6 to 20  Ken Amoore 9354 9661 

13-14 Monash; range -6 to 5     ) Kaye Molyneux  

13-14 Monash; range 6 to 20     ) 0403 160 340 

21-22 Sorrento Challenge; -3 to 20    Dee Fasham 5988 0148 

28-29 Bairnsdale Doubles; range -6 to 20   Di Forrest 0408 513 323 

May 

5-6 Warragul Singles; range -6 to 20    Jennifer Eyre 0407 124 040 
11-12 EMCA GC Ch’ships; range -6 to 20   Jean Deacon 9803 3433 

12-13 Drouin Doubles; range -6 to 20    Heather Bullen 5625 3250 

 25-25 Frankston Singles; range -6 to 20   Fay O’Toole 9787 1665 

CONTACTS: 

Fixtures & Tournaments   

John Grieve,   (03) 9397 2632 

Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au 
 

State Coordinator - Gateball           

Philip Brown (Kew CC) 

(03) 9571 4395 

Email gateball@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator - Association  

John Grieve (Williamstown CC) 

(03) 9397 2632 

Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au 
 

State Coordinator - Golf Croquet   

Lorraine Gutcher (Morwell CC) 

(03) 5134 4990 

Email golfcroquet@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator of Referees - AC 

Brian Foley (Sandringham CC) 

(03) 9584 8405 
Email acreferees@croquetvic.asn.au 

 

State Coordinator of Referees - GC  

John van der Touw (MCC) 

(03) 9803 3433 

Email gcreferees@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Handicapper - Association 
Doron Gunzburg  

0419 616 563  

Email dgunzburg@hotmail.com   

 State Coordinator of Coaching 

Ruth Duffy (Corowa Civic CC) 

(02) 6033 3864 - 0418 415 368 

Email coaching@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Handicapper - Golf Croquet 

Jim Clement (Sarsfield CC)     

(03) 5156 8149 

Email  handicapsgc@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

Association & Golf AHS1's:  
following Association and Golf tourna-

ments, and handicap updates, please send 

AHS1 forms to  Ian McKee 

PO Box 359W Ballarat West Vic 3350 
Email  anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au. 
 

 

 Malletsports Editor  

Rosalie Newman (Ballarat Western CC) 

Unit 20/29 Stawell St. Ballarat East 3350 

Email  malletsports@croquetvic.asn.au 

Submissions for the next edition 

due by the 15th April please 

mailto:dgunzburg@dodo.com.au
mailto:anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au

